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There is plenty to get your teeth into this issue with reports from

the NATO Championships in Belgium taking centre stage. GM Matthew
Sadler looks at a very interesting game from ’Our Tristan’ and at long last I
managed to catch up with Danny O’Byrne to get him to tell us a bit more
about himself and what chess means to him. Danny has been an integral
presence in the Armed Forces chess scene for a very long time and it is
surprising when you get to talk to someone you have known for a long
time, how little you really did know about them until they tell you. Edd provides a 4NCL update as well, and this is where the action really is for UKAFCA chess. Finally
yes, I know that the game Tonnie v Tristan appears twice (one with more diagrams) but just
go with it please.
By the time you read this, our President Chas Chapman will have left the Services and our
Chairman Dave Ross will be leaving in August. I am given to understand that both gentlemen
are happy and willing to continue in their respective roles. I for one am relieved to hear this
and hope that they are both re-elected at the AGM.
Sadly though the same cannot be said of me. I have to announce that the next issue (Autumn
2022) will be my final one as editor. In short everyone knows that my wife Susan has stage 4
cancer. With that and my own health issues I just cannot focus on the magazine in the manner that I would like to. I need to use my energy and time in other directions.
The autumn 2022 edition will be the last ever issue of OPEN FILE, that is unless someone
steps forward to become editor. I have deliberately left one more issue, so that anyone wishing to do it can work with me and I will show them the ropes. A fresh approach might not be a
bad thing anyway as I have been in the role for ten years, and have enjoyed my decade at
the helm. It truly has been a privilege to serve the UKAFCA in this way.
I declare this now so that at there might be mention of it at the AGM at the UKAFCA Championships in Aldershot in April 2022. Perhaps a volunteer might step forward? Trust me when I
say it is very rewarding. It may be that chess magazines are becoming a thing of the past because chess material is so easily available online but I would say this. Ours is a distinct Association for the military (and associated civilian) chess community and as such not everything
can be found online. The membership must decide if it want to keep a magazine that has
been with us far back into the last century.
It would be so sad to lose it but someone, somewhere must be willing to keep it alive. It’s up
to you quite frankly. I will save my thanks for the last issue later this year. Until then please
have a think about it. Feel free to contact me by email or phone. Don’t be afraid to ask questions. The magazine isn’t that difficult to put together, you just have to have the desire, the
time and a capacity to be a little creative occasionally and push people for articles.

Nil desperandum

Carl
Views expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Editor. Contributions will be published at the Editor’s discretion and may be shortened and/or edited, especially if space is limited.
No part of this publication may be reproduced without the prior express permission of the Editor on
behalf of the UKAFCA.
All rights reserved © 2022
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From the Chairman – Lt Cdr Dave Ross RN
Spring 2022 - Open File.

D

ear Chess Players,

Welcome to the Spring 22 edition of Open File. With reports from the NATO Covid Championship
and some great pieces from Tristan, Allan, Danny and Carl, one of these fine men used the word
'soupcon' in his article, what more can I say? As Carl mentioned in his comments, our President
Capt Chas Chapman RN has now retired and has taken employment as a Civil Servant. Thank you
for your service Chas.
And I am approaching the time at which I will leave the Royal Navy (Aug), and after 38 and a bit
years it will probably be emotional. I leave as a happy and satisfied sailor, I have had some great
jobs, most of which I cannot write about in here, and I have worked with some great people.
I have also had the honour of being the Armed Forces Chess Association Chairman for about 10
years, I am not entirely sure when I became chairman, but it is something of which I am immensely
proud. We have grown the membership, held a NATO Championship (thank you to everyone that
helped with it, it was an awesome team effort) and we now have teams playing in the 4NCL.
But now we need to find someone to take on the mantle and I hope we can find a willing volunteer
at this year's AFCC, it hasn't been easy but it has been rewarding.
I have one last thing I wish to achieve in Armed Forces Chess but I am not going to tell you about
that yet, I am going to leave you in suspense, with the promise that I will write about it in the Autumn 22 edition when I will be a Mister. I am not about to desert the Association, you will still see
me at the AFCC and 4NCL.
Please consider if you can support the association, I know everyone is busy but if you don't prioritise this association then it will fade away. Let me know if you would like to stand for any of the positions. Please try and stay fit, healthy, and happy, and enjoy your chess.

Dave
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UKAFCA - Officers of the Association
Note: Officers will be happy to provide advice, but please note that emails might not be answered
immediately. Committee Members will respond as and when they reasonably can.

President:
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Front Cover
Cpl James Ward
NATO finals in Belgium
‘Military Chess NATO’

Please visit the UKAFCA website to
check out what is happening and
what chess activities are coming up.
If you have any contributions or
suggestions please contact Munroe
who will be very happy to receive
them. The address of the web site
is:
http://serviceschess.wixsite.com/home

Do not forget that you can download copies of this magazine from
the site too.
4

OPEN FILE DISTRIBUTION
We have moved from paper versions to online. Once I have completed the e-copy (after Dave Ross
has proof read it) Dave will send it to our webmaster Munroe for posting onto the UKAFCA website.
Members will be notified when the magazine is uploaded. It is then your responsibility to access it..
Officially there will be two magazines per year. One for the UKAFCA Finals and one after the NATO
Championships. However I intend to squeeze the occasional extra issue in if and when I am able to
find the time and have the material. Contributions from members are obviously encouraged. It is of
great importance that changes to your email addresses should be sent to the Secretary or
Chairman or even though we now publish the magazine electronically!
You know what to do.

http://ajedrezconhumor.blogspot.com/
You may well have seen cartoons from ‘Wadalupe’ in the chess press. He is exceptionally talented and
has designed a couple of personal commissions from me. He has kindly agreed to allow a cartoon to be
featured in each edition of OPEN FILE so we thank him for that. Please visit his web site and check out
(pun intended) the great artwork. He might even be available for a commission.
Guidance for chess submissions and notations - tips.
My default position is that I will take what you have - so don’t let your worries about how to present
your chess submissions to me put you off. I don’t bite. Keep the material coming :-)
That said here are a few tips. If you are able to send me your games (annotated preferably) then the
best way is .pgn format, which saves me trying to re-input information manually. MS Word will suffice, if you don’t have the means. When writing about ‘Black’ and ‘White’ here’s the rule. ‘White and
‘Black’ are the names of the player making moves, attacking or defending etc. (That is capitals)
‘white’ and ‘black’ are adjectives, which describe something, e.g. a piece or pawn can be white or
black and you could speak of the black or white queenside. That is lower case. Hope this helps - Ed.
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NATO 31 Blankenberge,
Belgium October 11-15 2021
It many ways it is a miracle that the
NATO finals even went ahead.
Here, Dave Tucker submits a game
and his brief thoughts about the
event.
The Covid pandemic was
cause for this tournament to
be delayed for a year. We
should commend the hosts
for their efforts in realising the
event. Sponsors included a
brewery, who make Brugge
Zot (Bruges Fool) a very acceptable light coloured beer.
The venue was the Floreal
Hotel in the seaside town of
Blankenberge. There were 99
entrants from 16 nations in a strong field. We sent
out a party of ten players with both Danny O’Byrne
and me being classed as NATO Long Term Members so not strictly playing for the UK.

For the time of year, the weather was quite good
throughout. The hotel was large and was comprised
of apartments. It appears to cater for families. I was
not happy to share an apartment with five other people and the same went for James Ward. We decided to pay extra for another two-bedroom apartment
to get more privacy.
The hotel was a five-minute walk away from a long
sandy beach. The town was quite well appointed
with a number of beach bistros still open despite
being out of season. There was a significant tide
with quite a few people surfing off the beach.

writing this report, I and four other UK team members are in quarantine back in UK.
The organisation team seemed to be very good.
The pairings were delivered very quickly after
rounds were completed. As far as I am aware there
were no disputes to be resolved. From my point of
view the opening ceremony, prize giving and gala
dinner “set-pieces” were all low key and not memorable. There was also no special event on the
Wednesday apart from a walking tour of the town. I
think all of our team enjoyed a half day in nearby
Bruges which is noted for its canals and Moules
Frites. (That is steamed mussels and chips which is
sort of the Belgian national dish).
There was a minute’s silence for Ben De Cat at the
start of the event. The popular Belgian player was
also revealed to have been a talented artist and a
small collection of his vivid and somewhat erotic
paintings were on view in the auditorium.
Given the strength of the opposition, the UK team
acquitted themselves well. The star turn was Frazer
Graham who scored 4½/7. He played with determination and won a couple of fine endgames. Solid 3
points were contributed by Ngadi, James Ward and
Richard Millener. Tristan Dray-Pearce got 2½ which
was not bad for a debut. The same can be said for
Bijay who only got 2 points but performed well
above his rating. The rest of the team can hope for
better in future.
Dave Ross had several accidents in games he appeared to be winning (like me!) and Sam Kohli had
a tough baptism of fire. Overall morale was good
amongst our party. Some of our players competed
in a blitz tournament. It was 3 mins each + 2 seconds a move which was very rapid. I improved a bit
there with 5½/11 against strong opposition.
The next event is scheduled for Tartu, Estonia in
June 2022.

I was apprehensive about the tournament because
although I was rated at number 33, my form at the
recent Aldershot Championship was very poor after
the enforced break from chess for 18 months or so.
I literally drew a blank at Blankenberge only scoring
2.5/7 which was my worst ever NATO result.
The playing conditions were quite good and all the
boards were wired for the internet. Only the top few
boards were well spaced and all the others lined up
as normal for tournament play. There were hand
sanitisers in abundance but otherwise no real covid
precautions such as high ventilation were applied in
in the playing hall. These factors together with
shared rooms, buffet meals and little evidence of
mask wearing led to many cases of Covid developing as the tournament progressed. At the time of me
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Team UK at the closing banquet.
Photo courtesy of NATO website

Close But No Cigar
This game is a prime example of the way I played in
Belgium. My opponent is a woman player from
Estonia. I was surprised that she allowed me to
swap queens at an early stage, because it left her
monarch exposed in the middle of the board. As the
game developed the King was forced to advance up
the board in front of his army. I can’t fathom how I
failed to win this game but as we all know from bitter
experience the difference between winning and losing can be a narrow margin.
White: Kersti Korge (1841) Estonia
Black: Dave Tucker (1996) NATO LTM
NATO 2021 Belgium Round 5
Opening: Sicilian 2.c3

11.Kc2? This looked suicidal. I expected 11.Ke1
when 11…Bxf3 allows me to recapture the e-pawn
with a good position whichever way White recaptures. The White king remains vulnerable in the centre. As played, I was able to deliver withering fire
against the king and it should have led to a rapid
debacle for White.
11…Bf5+ 12.Kb3 Be6+! 13.Ka4
13.Kc2?? Nb4+ forces mate.
13…a6! 14.Ne4
The computer suggests a desperate exchange sac
here 14.Rb1 Bf5 15.b4 to give the King an escape
route.

14…b5+ 15.Bxb5 axb5+ 16.Kxb5

It suddenly occurred to me that I am three pawns
down for a piece and I am about to lose that piece
back. My next move is an outright blunder which
I had decided prior to the event that I would play the
eventually leads to my loss
more popular 4…Nf6 here but on
in this game. I have a
the day I thought why not give
choice here of two
this more lively move another
‘This looked suicidal, I expected 11.Ke1’
forced winning lines.
try.
Were they so hard to
see? 16…Kc7! 17.Kxc5
5.Nf3 cxd4
Rd5+ 18.Kc4 Rd1+ etc wins easily. Perhaps I
5…Bg4, 5…Nf6 and 5…e6 are quite playable alter- thought about 17.Nxc5 but overlooked the killer
natives.
move 17…Rb8+ which either wins back the Knight
on c5 or otherwise mates in a couple of moves. A
6.cxd4 e5 7.dxe5?!
second winning idea is 16…Ba7! When 17.Kxc6??
allows mate in 4 moves after 17…Rd5 the White
An unexpected and dubious capture. White can
King is trapped. 17.Bd2 is better but after 17…Nge7
scarcely expect to hold this extra pawn and meanwhile gets her King stranded in the centre. Normal is White’s future prospects look very bleak)
7.Nc3 Bb4 with sharp play)
1.e4 c5 2.c3 d5 3.exd5 Qxd5 4.d4 Nc6

7…Qxd1+ 8.Kxd1 Bc5
8…Bg4 is the book move but my move seemed ok)
9.Nc3 Bg4 10.Be2 O-O-O+

16…Nd4+?? 17.Kxc5 Rd5+ 18.Kb6

7

I had overlooked this move only thinking I would win but 25…Nd5+ is tricky. Alternatively the sensible
immediately after either 18.Kc3?? Nxf3 or 18.Kb4?? 25.Bh4 would have allowed 25…Bxa2! and I’m still
Nc2+. Surely I can nail the monarch?
in the game.
18…Nxf3+?

25.Bh4 Nd5+

Another blunder 18…Ne7 immediately must be better than this simplification.

Not 25…Bxa2 26.Nb7!

19.gxf3 Ne7 20.Bg5 Kd7

26.Kb7 The Knight is unable to capture either pawn
because of mate on d8 however…

My h8 Rook dreams of action.

26…g5

21.Nc5+!

Desperate.

No chance mate!

27.fxg5 hxg5 28.Bg3?

21…Ke8

Safe but much stronger was 28.Bxg5.

Miserable.

28…Nxb4 29.Nxe6

22.Rhd1? Rxe5

My Bishop had to go because it was exerting pressure against the a2 pawn. The resulting ending is
A ray of hope. White didn’t have to lose this pawn.
won for White because of the outside passed pawn
23.f4 Re2
but it is not a pushover. The Black Knight supported
This rook is now handily placed to menace the extra by the e pawn does provide a good White square
blockade in the centre and at last the Rook on h8
White pawns.
finds a role.
24.b4?
29…fxe6 30.a4?!
White errs. The computer suggests the clinical
24.f5! which exploits the Black back rank and if 24… As they say passed pawns must be pushed but perhaps this is still premature because I get some fun
Bxf5 25.Rd2 snuffs out the second rank threats. If
now.
24…Rxb2+ 25.Kc7 etc would please Steinitz. With
the clock running down I am not surprised White
30…Rh7+ 31.Kb6 Nd5+ 32.Kc5 Ra7 33.a5 Rc2+
avoided losing the b-pawn with check.
34. Kd4
White has to watch out for tactics.
34…Rd7?

24…h6?
Another howler!. 24…f6 would have been much better. Perhaps I thought 25.Rde1 would win for White
8

It’s all up now!’
34…Ra6 or the computer move 34…Kf7 are more
resistant. In the second example 35.a6? Rc6 wins
the pawn. Black’s position is more resilient than it
looks.
35.Kd3?
Another inaccuracy.

which can give much away and should never be underestimated.
This game reveals several things.
First of all there are no mugs at the NATO Championships. It requires preparation, preparation and
preparation. If you aren’t focussed for the whole
game, you are very likely do go down.
Then there is the fact that as Dave had manfully
shown, one does not have to submit a glorious win
to this magazine for it to be of great interest. No one
likes to lose, and Dave is to be commended for
sharing his pain.

35…Rc6? I return the compliment. 35…Nb4+ is better if then 36.Ke4 Rxd1 37.Rxd1 Ra2 and its not all But what a game this was. Perfect to show to juniors
or even adult players new to the game. There is
over yet.
much to enjoy and to learn here. What to do, and
36.Rdc1 Nc3+ 37.Ke3 Rc5 38.a6 Ra7 39.Kd4
what not to do. Thanks to Dave’s own annotations
we can have an insight into what one of the players
was thinking—and this can be read and enjoyed
100 or even 1000 years from now.
How wonderful chess is that we can do this.
There are still more lessons, especially for beginner
and intermediate players. The hardest game to win
really is a ‘won’ game. You are winning—so what?
Work even harder and don’t go walking a round the
tournament hall. You still have to finish it off and
chess can be unforgiving.
When you are losing you must fight on - because
your opponent might well get over complacent.
When winning, keep making optimum moves to
drive the advantage home - don’t dither and play
some sort of Zwischenzug (in between move).
Rc6 40.Rxc3 Rd7+ 41.Ke5 Rd5+ 42.Kf6 Rf5+
43.Kg6 Rxc3 44.a7
It is all up now!
44…Rc8 45.a8=Q Rxa8 46.Rxa8+ Ke7 47.Ra7+

When losing, keep setting problems for your opponent and don’t carry the baggage of what has gone
before in the game to the next phase. Just play
chess, move by move.

1-0
A spirited struggle. Just a shame I was on the wrong
end of it.

Editorial note
I watched this game live and I became mesmerised
by proceedings. The battle was developing to and
fro, this way and that, advantage to White, advantage to Black. Gripping stuff. Watching on a
computer screen one simply does not have the
same feel for a game as watching it in the flesh. You
don’t get to see the body language of the players,
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‘A spirited struggle.
Just a shame I was on
the wrong end of it.’

– A report from Floreal
Blankenberge Oct 2021 by Dave Ross
The 2021 NATO Chess Championship was held in Floreal Blankenberge in Belgium, 11-15 Oct 2021. It is
a seaside town, just to the south of Zeebrugge and this year it attracted fifteen nations to compete for the
trophy of King Canute. The tournament actually ends up with eighteen teams, because one team is made
up of Life Time Members, including our own esteemed players Dave Tucker and Danny O’Byrne. There
are two further NATO teams which are made up of the team captains and the team officials, Sam Kohli
and Bijay Pun Magar respectively for the UK. It was evident from the entry list that the UK was going to
have a very tough time in this tournament, the players that normally make up the bottom half of the table,
(those graded under 2000 ELO) were thin on the ground, and the UK was without the services of Messrs'
Onley, Tenin and Parker, arguably our strongest players. But NATO Chess is about more than winning
and it was a great opportunity to introduce some new players to the event.
With the COVID induced administrative nightmare of PCR testing and passenger locator forms behind us,
travel was generally without any difficulties with the team arriving by plane, train and automobile early on
Sunday afternoon. The bar was open and serving beer, the Leffe Blond (6.6% abv) and Leffe Brune (6.5%
abv) were going down well, as was the Bruge Zot Blond ((6% abv) and the Jupiler (a paltry 5.2% abv).
There were others but none of us could remember the next day. Accommodation was reasonable with
shared apartments sleeping between 4 and 6 and a kitchen just in case anyone wanted to make a curry!
Which of course Ngadi and Bijay did!
As is normal on the Monday
morning the week’s festivities
begin with the opening ceremony. After the speeches and
welcomes, the team photographs followed and then the
teams were invited into the
hotel where tributes were paid
to the late Belgian player Ben
de Cat who sadly passed
away in April 2020. Some of
Ben’s art was on display, he
was a very talented artist and
he is sadly missed by the
NATO chess community. As a
tribute to Ben, the players
were asked to raise a glass of
Ben’s favourite tipple, Bruge
Zot; it went down surprisingly
well considering it was 0900
UK time.

Monday afternoon brought the first round, the playing conditions were excellent, although maybe a little
crowded given the pandemic, with all boards live over the internet. The time control was 90 mins with a 30
second increment, and the UK players lined up ready:
Round 1
Round 1 saw me paired with the tricky Dane Jan Mose Nielsen, I have played Jan Mose before and lost
when I tried a Ponziani and got a decent position in the middlegame, but it slipped away from me. I of
course opened with e4 without really a clear idea of what opening I was going to play. After he played g6 I
thought it might be interesting to go for the same setup I have been using occasionally against the Sicilian,
- the Kopec, to try and force a Ruy Lopez like position.

10

0900 Beer, a glass is raised in honour of Ben de Cat.
Ross,David C (1673) - Nielsen,Jan Mose (1981) [B06]
31st NATO Chess Championship 2021 Blankenberge, Belgium, 11.10.2021
1.e4 g6 2.Nf3 Bg7 3.c3 d6 4.Bd3 Nd7 5.Bc2 b6 6.0–0 Bb7 7.d4 h6 8.Re1 e6 9.Nbd2 Ne7 10.Nf1 a6
11.Be3 c6
I am not sure that this is sound. After White’s next move Black is struggling to castle king side.
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12.Qd2 Qc7 13.c4 b5 14.cxb5 axb5 15.a4 Nb6 16.axb5 Rxa1 17.Rxa1 cxb5

well I am pretty pleased with my position, Black is still stuck with his king in the centre and I have added
an isolated b-pawn to his problems. The computer gives white a small advantage.
18.Bd3 Bc6 19.Qc1 Qb7 20.N1d2 0–0
here my advantage starts to slip away.
21.Nb3
probably an inaccuracy, the computer likes Bf4 but the lines all seem very level)
21...Bxe4 22.Bxe4 Qxe4 23.Bxh6 Rc8 24.Qf4 Qd5 25.Bxg7 Kxg7 26.Ng5
I still thought my position was good here, the computer thinks black has a small advantage, maybe I was
suffering from some first round optimism. I also had a good time advantage and Jan Mose was now running very low.
26...e5 27.dxe5 dxe5 28.Qf3 Na4 29.h4 Qxf3 30.Nxf3 f6 31.Nbd2 ½-½
and I offered a draw, Jan Mose had less than one minute on the clock and was playing pretty slowly, I
thought it looked drawish with best play (something I normally struggle with) but my opponent accepted,
so I secured a decent result against a higher graded player.

On the board next to me was Danny O’Byrne who had played his opponent Enrico Balmaceda on three
occasions before in the first round, and drawn each time. We had been struggling with mosquitos in the
hotel and Danny in particular had been a target for the aerial menace. Dan said his plan was to play solid
chess, and make life difficult for Enrico, because in previous games he had over extended trying to win
and was lucky to escape.
He did also used up long periods of thought and was in time trouble at the end, when slightly better.
Dan said the game was fairly uneventful, he tried to not allow the early exchange of the bishop, moving it
away to encourage weakness in his opponent’s king side. He withdrew into more defensive manner, and
did not provide any real chances for a win.
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Balmaceda,Enrico (1976) - O`Byrne,Daniel (1669) [D11]
31st NATO Chess Championship 2021 Blankenberge, Belgium
1.d4 d5 2.Nf3 Bf5 3.g3 e6 4.Bg2 c6 5.0–0 Nf6 6.c4 Be7 7.Nc3 0–0 8.cxd5 cxd5 9.Qb3 Qc8 10.Nh4 Bg4
11.Be3 Nc6 12.Nf3 a6 13.Qd1 Bf5 14.Rc1 Qd7 15.Na4 Qc7 16.Ne5 Ng4 17.Nxc6 bxc6 18.Bf4 Bd6
19.Bxd6 Qxd6 20.Nc5 Rfb8 21.b3 Rb5 22.Rc3 e5 23.e3 e4 24.Qd2 Nf6 25.Rfc1 Nd7 26.Na4 Rc8
27.Bf1 Bg4 28.Qc2 Nb8
The computer has white as clearly better at +2.1.

29.Nc5
And White maybe misses his chance when Bxb5 looks reasonable [29.Bxb5 axb5 30.Nb6 Rd8 31.a4 Qb4
32.axb5 Qxb5 33.Na4 with the Knight coming to c5 next.]
29...Rb6 30.Bg2 Qf6 31.a3 Qh6 32.b4 Qf6 33.Nb3 Bd7
½–½
Dave Tucker also managed a draw in the first round but this was not a particularly auspicious start for the
team.
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White

Elo

Black

Elo

16

Valeinis, Janis (EST)

2182

1-0

Sherpa, Ngadi (UK)

1843

19

Millener, Richard (UK)

1839

0-1

Jauk, Wilhelm (GER)

2169

31

Graham, Frazer (UK)

1751

0-1

Tocco, Paolo (ITA)

2034

34

Loving, Jason (USA)

2021

1-0

Ward, James (UK)

1742

37

Simard, Francois (CAN)

1715

½

Tucker, David S. (UK)

1996

41

Ross, David C (UK)

1673

½

Nielsen, Jan Mose (DEN)

1981

42

Balmaceda, Enrico (USA)

1976

½

O’Byrne, Daniel (UK)

1669

45

Dray-Pearce, Tristan (UK)

1656

0-1

Cirkvencic, Franci (SLO)

1967

46

Duren, Andrew (USA)

1962

1-0

Pun Magar, Bijay

1518

47

Kohli, Sameer (UK)

1507

0-1

Pirs, Matjaz (SLO)

1953

Round 2
Van den Heuvel,Tonnie (1841) - Dray-Pearce,Tristan (1656) [A01]
31st NATO Chess Championship 2021 Blankenberge, Belgium
Notes by Tristan
1.b3
Larsen’s opening - an offbeat flank move in Nimzowitch style aiming to pressure the centre from the wing.
If it is combined with Nf3 then it is commonly know as the Nimzo-Larsen attack].
1...d5 2.Bb2 Nc6 3.e3 e5 4.Bb5 Bd6 5.Nf3 f6 6.d4 e4 7.Nfd2
So far, all theory, although here Black errs as he must play f5 (to protect against Qh5 ideas) or a6. Otherwise, c4 threatens to give White a decisive advantage]

7...Nge7?
following this move and c4 black is scrambling to only lose a pawn.
8.c4!

8...Bb4 9.0–0 a6 10.cxd5 Qxd5 11.Bc4 Qf5 12.Qc2 b5 13.Be2 Bb7

black won’t be able to hold on to the pawn so he looks for counterplay on the long diagonal.
14.Qxe4 Qd7 15.Qg4 f5!?
here I offer a second pawn in the hope for pressure on the white king position.
16.Qxg7 0–0–0 17.Nf3 Rhg8 18.Qh6 Rg6 19.Qh5 Rdg8 20.g3 Bd6 21.Rd1 Qe8
The computer has white far ahead here but he clearly needs to play accurately in the face of a strong king
side attack from black with the doubled rooks teaming up with light squared bishop.
22.Ne5 Nxe5 23.dxe5 Qc6 24.f3 Bc5
Black’s queen, both bishops and both rooks are all working in harmony now.
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25.Bd4 Bb4 26.Nd2 Rg5 27.Qh4 f4 28.exf4 Nf5 29.Qh3?

This misstep allows black to crash through.

29...Rxg3+ 30.hxg3 Rxg3+ 31.Qxg3 Nxg3 32.Kf2 Nf5 33.Be3 Nxe3 34.Kxe3 Qc3+ 35.Kf2 Qd4+ 36.Ke1
Bxd2+ 37.Kf1
37.Rxd2 Qxa1+
37...Qxf4 0–1

White

Elo

Black

Elo

24

Tucker, David S. (UK)

1996

½

Balmaceda, Enrico (USA)

1976

25

Nielsen, Jan Mose (DEN)

1981

1-0

O’Byrne, Daniel (UK)

1669

26

Ross, David C (UK)

1673

0-1

Simard, Francois (CAN)

1715

36

Dowd, Patrick (USA)

1897

½

Graham, Frazer (UK)

1751

37

Ward, James (UK)

1742

½

Steffers, Hendrik (NED)

1896

45

Sherpa, Ngadi (UK)

1843

0-1

Boudry, Rik (BEL)

1381

46

Van Den Heuvel, Tonnie

1841

0-1

Dray-Pearce, Tristan (UK)

1656

47

Hater, Andrew (USA)

1499

1-0

Millener, Richard (UK)

1839

48

Bublys, Vaidotas (LTU)

1838

1-0

Kohli, Sameer (UK)

1507

49

Pun Magar, Bijay (UK)

1518

0-1

Christen, Pierre (LUX)

1836

“After a bad opening, there is hope for the middle game.
After a bad middle game, there is hope for the endgame.
But once you are in the endgame, the moment of truth
has arrived.” – Edmar Mednis
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Round 3

(Ed—No notes provided, but here are the results from the round.
White

Elo

Black

Elo

29

Boudry, Rik (BEL)

1381

1-0

Tucker, David S. (UK)

1996

32

Dray-Pearce, Tristan (UK)

1656

0-1

Koopmeiners, Karl (GER)

1968

36

O’Byrne, Daniel (UK)

1669

0-1

Dowd, Patrick (USA)

1897

37

Steffers, Hendrik (NED)

1896

½

Ross, David C (UK)

1673

38

Graham, Frazer (UK)

1751

½

Crapulli, Giuseppe (ITA)

1996

39

Voroblievas, Arturas (LTU)

1698

1-0

Ward, James (UK)

1742

44

Rizihs, Valerijs (LAT)

1665

1-0

Sherpa, Ngadi (UK)

1843

45

Kohli, Sameer (UK)

1507

0-1

Van Den Heuvel, Tonnie (NED)

1841

46

Millener, Richard (UK)

1839

0-1

Isvec, Cveto (SLO)

1739

49

Ivbulis, Martins (LAT)

1801

1-0

Pun Magar, Bijay (UK)

1518

Round 4
Richard Millener had a good win against the Slovenian Peter Papler playing the anti-London early c5 and
the game transposing into a Benoni (Richard wrote Benomi in his email which sounds like a great opening
for a garden ornament?!) He ended up playing a line which he was uncomfortable playing, and was out of
his preparation, but somehow he found a winning strategy and the saw the key tactics when they presented themselves, winning a pawn and then the exchange for a winning endgame.
Papler,Peter (1694) - Millener,Richard (1839) [A45]
31st NATO Chess Championship 2021 Blankenberge, Belgium
Notes by Richard Millener
1.d4 Nf6 2.Bf4 c5 3.d5 d6 4.Nc3 g6 5.e4 Bg7 6.Bc4 0–0 7.Nge2 Nbd7 8.0–0 a6 9.a4 Nh5 10.Bd2 Ne5
11.Ba2 f5
I felt uneasy about playing f5 but could see nothing better.
12.Qc1 fxe4 13.Nxe4 b5 14.Bh6 Bf5 15.Bxg7 Nxg7 16.N2g3 Bd7 17.Ng5 c4 18.f4
After white's weakening 18. f4, black was much better. Suddenly white was on the defensive and I managed to find a way of winning material with some accurate knight manoeuvres. My opponent was left
needing to find the best defence but failed to find it.
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18...Qb6+ 19.Kh1 Ng4 20.Qe1 Ne3 21.Rf2 Nxd5 22.Qf1 e5 23.Ne2 Ne3 24.Qc1 Nxc2 25.Qxc2 Qxf2
26.Ne4 Qb6 27.fxe5 dxe5 28.Rd1 Bf5 29.N2g3 Bxe4 30.Qxe4 Rad8 31.Re1 Qd4 32.axb5 axb5 33.b4
Qxe4 34.Nxe4 Ra8 35.Nc3 Ra3 36.Rc1 Rxc3 0–1
An unprecedented 8½ out of 10 possible points for the UK in Round 4 !
White

Elo

Black

Elo

28

Tucker, David S. (UK)

1996

1-0

Slaidins, Janis (LAT)

1843

36

Middaugh, Jon S (USA)

1899

0-1

Graham, Frazer (UK)

1751

39

Wagenaar, Harm Theo (NED)

1890

1-0

Ross, David C (UK)

1673

40

O’Byrne, Daniel (UK)

1669

1-0

Muld, Tarmo (EST)

1889

43

Heran-Boily, Samuel (CAN)

1844

1-0

Dray-Pearce, Tristan (UK)

1656

44

Hater, Andrew (USA)

1499

½

Ward, James (UK)

1742

47

Sherpa, Ngadi (UK)

1843

1-0

Kries, Yvon (LUX)

1745

48

Papler, Peter (SLO)

1694

0-1

Millener, Richard (UK)

1839

49

Pun Magar, Bijay (UK)

1518

1-0

Cappon, Kaan (BEL)

1806

Kohli, Sameer (UK)

1507

1

Bye

Round 5
Note: Dave Tucker had submitted his game against Körge here, but since he covers it in his own report,
I do not need to replicate it here, but there are the results after round 5.
White

Elo

Black

Elo

26

Kõrge, Kersti (EST)

1844

1-0

Tucker, David S. (UK)

1996

29

Graham, Frazer (UK)

1751

½

Pazeriene, Diana (LTU)

1953

40

Stuhr, Finn (DEN)

1705

0-1

Sherpa, Ngadi (UK)

1843

41

Van Den Heuvel, Tonnie (NED)

1841

½

O’Byrne, Daniel (UK)

1669

42

Millener, Richard (UK)

1839

1-0

Vael, Steve (LUX)

1661

43

Ward, James (UK)

1742

1-0

Bublys, Vaidotas (LTU)

1838

44

Ivbulis, Martins (LAT)

1801

1-0

Kohli, Sameer (UK)

1507

45

Ross, David C (UK)

1673

0-1

Noviks, Maris (LAT)

1786

46

Smit, Jan (NED)

1752

1-0

Pun Magar, Bijay (UK)

1518

47

Dray-Pearce, Tristan (UK)

1656

0-1

Echavarria Hidalgo, Fernando (CAN)

1749

Round 6
Somehow Richard found himself up against Oliver Nill (Ger, 2205) in round 6, a clear indication that this is
a tough tournament. Richard had white and went for an all-out kingside attack against his Modern Defence. Although he thought he was losing for much of the game as Oliver was on the attack, the engine
thinks that he was actually doing OK.
Millener,Richard (1839) - Nill,Oliver (2205) [B06]
31st NATO Chess Championship 2021 Blankenberge, Belgium (6.29)

17

1.d4 g6 2.e4 Bg7 3.Nc3 d6 4.Be3 a6 5.f3 b5 6.a3 Nd7 7.Qd2 Bb7 8.0–0–0

in hindsight maybe 6. a3 and 8. 0–0–0 gave my opponent targets.
8...Rc8 9.g4 c5 10.h4 b4 11.axb4 cxb4 12.Nb1 b3 13.c3 h5 14.Bd3 Nb6

Richard thought 14…Nb6 was an inaccuracy. Probably more telling was 15.Na3 which definitely swings
the position in black’s favour. The engine suggests 15.g5 as the strongest continuation for white.
15.Na3 hxg4 16.fxg4 Nf6 17.Qg2 Na4 18.Ne2 Qa5 19.Bd2 d5 20.e5 Ne4 21.Bxe4 dxe4 22.Be1 Nb6
23.Ng3 Nc4 24.Nf1 Nxa3 25.bxa3 e3 26.d5 Qxa3+ 27.Qb2 Qxb2+ 28.Kxb2 e2 29.Rd3 exf1Q 30.Rxf1
Bxe5 31.Re3 Bd6 32.Kxb3 Bxd5+ 33.Kc2 a5 34.Bg3 Bxg3 35.Rxg3 Rxh4 36.Ra1 Rc5 37.Ra4 f5
38.Rd4 Rxg4 39.Rgxg4 fxg4 40.Rxg4 Be6
0-1

Having blown various games during the tournament I was determined to get back to winning
ways, unfortunately my blundering abilities seem to know no limits, as shown below on the
ChessBase screenshot.
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Vael,Steve (1661) - Ross,David C (1673) [D02]
31st NATO Chess Championship 2021 Blankenberge, Belgium (6.47)
1.d4 Nf6 2.Nc3 d5 3.g3 e6 4.Bg2 c5 5.Nf3 Nc6 6.0–0 cxd4 7.Nxd4 Bb4 8.Qd3 Bd7 9.a3 Ba5 10.b4 Ne5
11.Qd1 Bb6 12.e4 Rc8 13.Nce2 dxe4 14.Bg5 h6 15.Bxf6 Qxf6 16.Bxe4 Rc7 17.a4 a6 18.b5 0–0
19.bxa6 bxa6 20.Nb3 Rd8
Black has good play, and I thought I was doing ok
21.Qd6?? Bc6 22.Qb4

If only I could have found this line over the board. 22...a5 23.Qxb6 Nf3+ 24.Kh1 (24.Bxf3 Qxf3) 24...Bxe4
25.Qxc7 Ng5+ 26.f3 Bxf3+ 27.Rxf3 Qxf3+ 28.Kg1 Nh3#
22…Bxe4 23.Qxe4 Rdc8 24.Rac1 h5 25.a5 Ba7 26.Nbd4 Rc4 27.Qb7 R8c7 28.Qa8+ Kh7 29.Qe4+ g6
30.c3 Nd7 31.Qf3 Qe7 32.Nc2 Ne5 33.Qg2 Qf6 34.Ne3 R4c5 35.Qe4? Nf3+ 36.Kg2 Nd2 37.Qd3
Winning the exchange.
37...Qf3+ 38.Kg1 Nxf1 39.Rxf1 Rd5 40.Nd4 Bxd4 41.cxd4 Rxa5 42.Qd2 Rb5 43.Qa2 Ra7 44.Nc4 Qd5
45.Qa4 Qxd4 46.Rd1
Rb4 is nice, but I missed it.
46...Qe4 47.Qa2 Rd5 48.Rb1 Rad7 49.Ne3 Rd2 50.Qb3 Qf3 51.Rf1 Ra7 52.Qb6 Qb7 53.Qa5
Qb5??
Well what can I say, I was playing with a few minutes on my clock and the increment while it was keeping
me in the game, turns it effectively into a rapidplay. I missed that the rook was en-prise.
54.Qxd2
Keeping my anger (with myself) under control was difficult.
54...a5 55.Ra1 a4 56.Qd4 Ra5 57.Nc4 Qb4 58.Qd2 Qxd2 59.Nxd2
Ok so I still have five pawns versus three, and if I can force the pawns off I think I have a chance.
59...Kg7 60.Ra3 Kf6 61.Nc4 Ra6 62.h4 g5 63.hxg5+ Kxg5 64.Kg2 h4 65.gxh4+ Kxh4 66.Nb2 Kg4
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67.Nxa4 f5 68.Rg3+ Kf4 69.Nc5 Rc6 70.Nd3+ Ke4 71.Re3+ Kd4 72.Kf3 Rc3 73.Rxe6 Rxd3+

Ok level material, but I have been playing on the 30sec increment for some time already and I felt under
pressure. I offered a draw and it was declined. The computer says white has an edge, but I don't have
time to work our how to draw the endgame.
74.Kf4 Kd5 75.Re5+ Kd6 76.Re1 Rd2 77.f3 Rd5 78.Kg5 Re5 79.Ra1 Ke6 80.f4 Rb5 81.Kg6 Ke7
82.Re1+ Kd6 83.Kf6
Kd7 holds the position but I couldn't see it.
83...Rb4

84.Kxf5 Rb2 85.Kf6 Rf2 86.f5 Kd7 87.Re5 Kd6 88.Ra5 Rf3 89.Kf7 Kd7 90.f6 Rf4 91.Ra6 Rg4 92.Kf8
Kd8 93.Rd6+ Kc7 94.Ke7 Rg6 95.Re6 Rh6 96.f7 Rh7 97.Ke8
Heart breaking
1–0
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White

Elo

Black

Elo

26

Nielsen, Henrik (DEN)

1990

0-1

Graham, Frazer (UK)

1751

29

Millener, Richard (UK)

1839

0-1

Nill, Oliver (GER)

2205

32

Tucker, David S. (UK)

1996

0-1

Voroblievas, Arturas (LTU)

1698

37

Ward, James (UK)

1742

1-0

Muld, Tarmo (EST)

1889

39

Sherpa, Ngadi (UK)

1843

1-0

Charles, Freddy, (BEL)

1740

41
44

O’Byrne, Daniel (UK)
Bublys, Vaidotas (LTU)

1669
1838

0-1
0-1

Slaidins, Janis (LAT)
Dray-Pearce, Tristan (UK)

1843
1656

45

Pun Magar, Bijay (UK)

1518

1-0

Kries, Yvon (LUX)

1745

46

Kohli, Sameer (UK)

1507

0-1

Stuhr, Finn (DEN)

1705

47

Vael, Steve (LUX)

1661

1-0

Ross, David C (UK)

1673

Round 7
Muld,Tarmo (1889) - Pun Magar,Bijay (1518) [D12]
31st NATO Chess Championship 2021 Blankenberge, Belgium
Notes by Black
1.d4 c6 2.c4 d5 3.e3 Bf5 4.Nc3 e6 5.Nf3 Nf6 6.Bd3 Bxd3 7.Qxd3 dxc4 8.Qxc4 Nbd7 9.0–0 Be7 10.Re1
0–0 11.Qb3 Qc7 12.e4 b6 13.h3 Rad8 14.Bg5 h6 15.Bh4 Rfe8 16.Rac1 Qb7 17.Bg3 Kf8 18.d5
d5 move for white is a mistake because it gives black a passed pawn and a positional advantage.
18...cxd5 19.exd5 Nxd5 20.Nxd5 Qxd5 21.Qxd5 exd5 22.Rc7 a5 23.Rd1 Nf6 24.Nd4 Bc5 25.Nf5 Kg8
26.Kf1
Black was focusing on possible attacks from the Knight on f5 and loses momentum, when a knight move
to e4 was more effective.

26...h5 27.Bh4 Re5
27...Re6

28.Bxf6 gxf6 29.Nh6+ Kf8 30.Nxf7 Rde8 31.Nxe5 Rxe5 32.a3 f5 33.Rc6 Kf7 34.b4 axb4 35.axb4 Bxb4
36.Rxb6 Bc3 37.f4 Re4 38.Rxd5 Rxf4+ 39.Ke2 Bf6 40.Rd7+ Be7 41.Rh6 Re4+ 42.Kf3 h4 43.Rb7 Kg7
44.Rc6 Kf7 45.Rb5 Re1 46.Rxf5+ Ke8 47.Rb5 Kd7 48.Rh6 Rf1+ 49.Ke2 Rf4 50.Rb7+ Kd8 51.Rh8+ Bf8
52.Rb8+ Ke7 53.Rbxf8 Rxf8 54.Rxf8 Kxf8 55.Kf3
1–0

“If your opponent offers you a draw, try to
work out why he thinks he’s worse off.”
– Nigel Short
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Finally, the icing on the cake for Frazer with a nice win over the American Albert Hernandez, topping off a
fine tournament with 4.5 points.
Graham, Frazer (1751) - Hernandez, Albert (2048) [C00]
31st NATO Chess Championship 2021 Blankenberge, Belgium
1.e4 e6 2.d3 d5 3.Qe2 dxe4 4.dxe4 e5 5.Nf3 Bd6 6.g3 Nf6 7.Bg2 0–0 8.0–0 Nc6 9.Rd1 Bg4 10.c3 Qc8
11.Bg5 Qe6 12.Nbd2 Nd7 13.Nc4 Qg6 14.Nxd6 cxd6 15.Bc1 Nb6 16.h3 Be6 17.Rxd6 Bc4 18.Rxg6
Bxe2 19.Rd6 Rad8 20.Rxd8 Rxd8 21.b3 Rd3 22.Be3 Rxc3 23.Rc1 Rxc1+ 24.Bxc1 f6 25.Ba3 Nd4
26.Nxd4 exd4
Frazer and Albert have exchanged off a big chunk of the material, but Frazer has retained the bishop pair
and now his advantage starts to grow.

27.f4 Nd7 28.Kf2 Bb5 29.Bf1 Bc6 30.Bc4+ Kh8 31.Bd5 g5 32.Ke2 gxf4 33.gxf4 Bxd5 34.exd5 Kg8
35.Kd3 Kf7 36.f5 Ke8 37.Kxd4
And Frazer has a two pawn advantage and a nice position.
37...Ne5
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38.Ke4 Nd7 39.d6 Kf7 40.Bb2 Ke8 41.Bd4 a6 42.Kd5 Kf7 43.b4 Nf8 44.a4 Nd7 45.a5 Nb8 46.Kc5
Nd7+ 47.Kc4 Ke8 48.b5 axb5+ 49.Kxb5 Kf7 50.a6 bxa6+ 51.Kxa6 Ke8 52.Kb7 Kd8 53.Bc3 h5 54.Ba5+
Ke8 55.Kc7 Nc5 56.Bc3 Na6+

57.Kb6
[57.Kc8]
57...Nb8 58.Kb7 Nd7 59.Kc7 Nc5 60.Bxf6 Na6+ 61.Kb6 Nb8 62.Bd4 Kd7 63.Kc5 Na6+ 64.Kd5 Nb4+
65.Kc4 Nc6 66.Bc5 Nd8 67.Kd5 Nf7 68.h4! Nh6 69.Ke5 Ng4+ 70.Kf4 Nf6 71.Ba3 Nh7 72.Ke5 Ke8
73.Ke6 Nf8+ 74.Kf6 Nd7+ 75.Kg7 Nf8 76.f6 Ne6+ 77.Kg8 Nd8 78.f7+ Nxf7 79.d7+
1–0
White

Elo

Black

Elo

20

Graham, Frazer (UK)

1751

1-0

Hernandez, Albert (USA)

2048

25

Tustanowski, Mateusz (POL)

2006

1-0

Sherpa, Ngadi (UK)

1843

31

Randall, Gordon (USA)

1949

1-0

Ward, James (UK)

1742

38

Stuhr, Finn (DEN)

1705

½

Tucker, David S. (UK)

1996

40

Muld, Tarmo (EST)

1889

1-0

Pun Magar, Bijay (UK)

1518

41

Charles, Freddy, (BEL)

1740

0-1

Millener, Richard (UK)

1839

43

Dray-Pearce, Tristan (UK)

1656

½

Allmann, Lauri (EST)

1794

46

Hater, Andrew (USA)

1499

0-1

O’Byrne, Daniel (UK)

1669

48

Ross, David C (UK)

1673

1-0

Bublys, Vaidotas (LTU)

1838

49

Cappon, Kaan (BEL)

1865

1-0

Kohli, Sameer (UK)

1507

Ed—that concludes Dave’s report. Thanks to him for finding the time to put it together. I echo his comments that this was a strong tournament but then there are never any ‘gimmes’ at the NATO Championships. Well done to everyone who represented team UK in whatever capacity. Here’s to the next one, and the one after that.
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TRUST IN TRISTAN
Tristan kindly submitted one of his games from the
finals. Here is playing the affable Dutchman Tonnie
Van den Heuvel. White lives on the edge after a
flank opening but Tristan’s pressure just becomes
too much for the White army to bear and the floodgates open.
White: Tonnie Van den Heuvel (1841)

Bc8–b7
Black wont be able to hold on to the pawn so looks
for counterplay on the long diagonal
14.Qc2xe4 Qf5–d7 15.Qe4–g4 f6–f5!?
Here I offer a second pawn in the hope for pressure
on the White king position.
16.Qg4xg7 0–0–0 17.Nd2–f3 Rh8–g8 18.Qg7–h6
Rg8–g6 19.Qh6–h5 Rd8–g8 20.g2–g3 Bb4–d6
21.Rf1–d1 Qd7–e8.

Black: Tristan Dray-Pearce (1656)
NATO 2021 Belgium Round 3

1.b2–b3
Larsen’s opening - an offbeat flank move in true
Nimzowitch style, aiming to pressure the centre
from the wing, if combined with Nf3 commonly know
as the Nimzo-Larsen attack
1...d7–d5 2.Bc1–b2 Nb8–c6 3.e2–e3 e7–e5 4.Bf1–
b5 Bf8–d6 5.Ng1–f3 f7–f6 6.d2–d4 e5–e4 7.Nf3–
d2
So far theory, although here Black errs as he must
play f5 (to protect against Qh5 ideas) or a6. Otherwise, c4 threatens to give White a decisive advantage.
The computer has white far ahead here but he
clearly needs to play accurately in the face of a
Following this move and c4, black is scrambling to
strong king side attack from black with the doubled
only lose a pawn.
rooks teaming up with light squared bishop.
7...Ng8–e7?

22.Nf3–e5 Nc6xe5 23.d4xe5 Qe8–c6 24.f2–f3
Bd6–c5

8.c2–c4! Bd6–b4 9.0–0 a7–a6 10.c4xd5 Qd8xd5 Black’s queen, both bishops and both rooks are all
11.Bb5–c4 Qd5–f5 12.Qd1–c2 b7–b5 13.Bc4–e2 working in harmony now.
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25.Bb2–d4 Bc5–b4 26.Nb1–d2 Rg6–g5 27.Qh5– Frank James Marshall
h4 f5–f4 28.e3xf4 Ne7–f5 29.Qh4–h3?
(August 10, 1877 – November 9, 1944) was the U.S.
This misstep allows black to crash through. It was
Chess Champion from
better to take on h7.
1909 to 1936, and one of
the world's strongest chess
players in the early part of
the 20th century. As a little
interlude, I offer a game
seen from Black’s perspective, where, Marshall
played the French Defence
Image@ Wikimedia Commons
(shock horror) and defeated his
opponent in a game after which the legend says he
was showered with gold coins by the spectators.
1.e4 e6 2.d4 d5 3.Nc3 c5 4.Nf3 Nc6 5.exd5 exd5
6.Be2 Nf6 7.0–0 Be7 8.Bg5 0–0 9.dxc5 Be6
10.Nd4 Bxc5 11.Nxe6 fxe6 12.Bg4 Qd6 13.Bh3
Rae8 14.Qd2 Bb4 15.Bxf6 Rxf6 16.Rad1 Qc5
17.Qe2 Bxc3 18.bxc3 Qxc3 19.Rxd5 Nd4 20.Qh5
Ref8 21.Re5 Rh6 22.Qg5 Rxh3 23.Rc5 Qg3 0-1

29...Rg5xg3+ 30.h2xg3 Rg8xg3+ 31.Qh3xg3
Nf5xg3 32.Kg1–f2 Ng3–f5 33.Bd4–e3 Nf5xe3
34.Kf2xe3 Qc6–c3+ 35.Ke3–f2 Qc3–d4+ 36.Kf2–
e1 Bb4xd2+ 37.Ke1–f1
37.Rd1xd2 Qd4xa1+
37...Qd4xf4
0–1

White is of course threatened with mate on h2 and
loses all ends up. If
24. Qxg3 then 24...Ne2+ 25. Kh1 Nxg3+ (material
advantage) or
24. fxg3 then 24...Ne2+ Kh1 Rxf1# or
24. hxg3 Ne2# or
24. Qe5 Nf3+ 25.Kh1 Rxh2#
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Jim Wellington (1518)

Allan Nelder (1609)
Notts League Div 4 2021
Allan Nelder sent a game for inclusion. He says;

This h-pawn is going to be difficult to defend.

18...Nh7 19.f4 Ng8
My knights are perfectly poised.
20.f5 Qxh4 21.fxg6 fxg6 22.Bf2 Bh6 23.Be3 Ng5
24.Nh1 Nxe4

‘So far I am having a pretty good start to the season Two pawns up, and looking good.
in the Nottingham League. 4/5, losing only to a
grade of 1900. The opening and middle game was
25.Nxe4 Qxe4 26.Bxh6 Nxh6
nothing special but I was rather pleased with the
combination at the end that won the game.’
1.d4 g6 2.c4 Nf6 3.Nc3 d6 4.e4 Bg7 5.f3 c6

A King's Indian Sämisch opening.
6.Bg5 Qc7 7.Qd2 h6 8.Be3 e5 9.d5
I should now have played 9...cxd5 straight away as
after
9...Nbd7
[10.dxc6 followed by Rd1 or 0–0–0 it is difficult to
defend the pawn on d6.]
10.Rd1 cxd5 11.cxd5 a6
To prevent the knight or bishop from coming to b5.
12.Nge2 Nb6 13.b3 Bd7 14.Rc1 Qd8 15.Ng3 Nc8
16.Be2 Ne7

27.Rf2

17.0–0 h5 18.h4?

31.Bxg6 h4

Ed: - 27.Rc4 Wins the queen!
I cannot castle long and I don't want to castle short
because I want to throw my king-side pawns at him. 27...Rc8 28.Rxc8+ Bxc8 29.Bd3 Qg4 30.Qc2 Ke7
The centre looks pretty solid, so I thought I would
leave my king in the centre and hope for the best.
Nice move - Ed

Black is winning
32.Qc7+ Bd7 33.Qc2

33.Qxb7 Qd1+ 34.Kh2 (34.Rf1 Qd4+ winning the
exchange or the knight after pressure on f2 with
rook and knight.) 34...Ng4+
33...Rc8 34.Qd3
34.Qb1 protecting g6, c1 and d1 might have been
better. And now for the coup de grace.
34...Bb5
34...Rc1+ is more clinical - Ed 35.Rf1 h3! 36.Qd2
Rxf1+ 37.Kxf1 Qxg6 and Black wins.
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35.Qe4 Rc1+

This is all now forced.
36.Kh2

A chess joke
There were two scientists. One at the north
Pole, the other at the South Pole. They decided to play a game of correspondence
chess (way before Internet!) and would receive a move about every four months, delivered by a chap on a husky-drawn sledge
across the frozen ice.
This game went on for several years and
they reached a critical middle-game position
after a Sicilian Defence opening, poisoned
pawn variation.
36...Rxh1+!!
Ed - A very pretty move. 36... Qxe4 37. Bxe4 Ng4+
is also good.

37. Kxh1 Qd1+ 38. Kh2 Ng4+

The North, playing black was awaiting
South’s move but had heard nothing after
many months. Two more months passed
with no move received.
After nine months, and the tension increasing the distant sound of a husky’s paws running along the ice could be heard.
North was very excited indeed. The sledge
drew up and the dogs were exhausted. The
scientist could not wait to open the envelope
to see what move had been played.
His heart was pounding, and his hands were
trembling as he pulled the slip of paper out
and he read the message inside. It said;
‘J’adoube.’

White resigns as 39.Kh3 Nxf2+ wins the queen. I
was very pleased With the finish. 0-1
Ed - the chess Nibbler is dangerous and must be
watched at all times. Failure to do so could result in
a sudden and terminal sacrifice.
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THE LIVING AND
THE DEAD
A cup of tea and a chat with the
one and only Danny O’Byrne
I was delighted to welcome Danny to my
house in early November 2021. Apart from
the fact that he was to meet my wife Sue
again, and my three border collies, I wanted
to take the opportunity to ask him some
questions about his love of chess and his
relationship with the UKAFCA. He has after
all been around for quite a long time in our
chess world and he was kind enough to tell
me – and therefore us – a little more about
himself. Sometimes we think we know people simply for the amount of time we have
been around them, but very often there is
much more to it than that, as we shall discover. Only a man like Danny could keep a
book on the living and the dead and use it
for his chess. Read on.

Take us back to the beginning. What is your service history?
I joined the RAF in 1973 after I qualified as a psychiatric nurse in the NHS.
I retired from the RAF in 1996.
I should say that I completed seventeen years out of my twenty-five at RAF Wroughton which was my first
posting.
When did you begin playing chess?
At thirteen years of age.
How did you begin your relationship with Armed Forces Chess?
I had a bad bout of flu and was in the medical centre, a couple of weeks before I was due to graduate for
my nursing qualification. I had a pocket chess set and chess book on the side of my bed. The SMO came
in and saw that I played and said he was a member of the RAF Chess Association. We played and I won.
Then he referred me to a stronger player (Wing Commander Wright, a Dental Officer) and I won again. He
had been the Inter-Services Champion.
Cutting a long story short, I ended up being selected to play in a tournament at Arborfield. This was where
I met Paul Watson (Ed - hopefully later to be subject to the editor’s chat!) and Arthur Mushens, and Geoff
Sage, Frank Salt and Dave Perrott to name a few.
What book was it that you had at your bedside?
Bobby Fischer, My 60 Memorable Games.
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Is there any particular book that is a favourite of yours?
Probably the very first book that my father bought for me, and how I learned to play chess comes into this.
It was ‘Teach Yourself Chess’ by Gerald Abrahams, first printed in 1948. See more below.
How did you improve?
I learned to play chess at a secondary modern school and I loved maths but they also had a retired Wing
Commander for a headmaster. His name was Doug Shepherd, and he was inspirational. I was made a
prefect and I could go into the staff common room and I watched them play chess. I learned to play by
watching those games! One day the headmaster said ‘Well now, you are always watching us O’Byrne, do
you play?’ I replied that I did.
Before we played my dad helped me to improve and prepare, taking
me to the local bookshop. My dad learned so much by himself, using
those ‘Teach Yourself’ books and he selected ‘Teach Yourself Chess’
by Gerald Abrahams. It was the perfect choice. I learned about openings and notation and how to play so when I eventually played the
headmaster, I beat him. He then referred me to the maths teacher
who was the stronger player. I joined the chess club and I lost the first
game, then I drew then beat him every time I played him.
Then I went up against Sam P. Lucas who was a maths teacher up at
the local grammar school and he had been county champion. He was at the codebreakers, a Wing Commander at Bletchley Park with people like Stuart Milner-Barry, Harry Golombek and C.H.O.’D Alexander.

‘no-one dared
go beyond the
pale.’

I used to go to his house and he owned many gorgeous Mieses chess sets, and they fired my own interest
in collecting chess sets which I still do today. I played him a couple of times a week for about 6 months
until I could beat him. I joined the chess club, beat the best there and won the club championship and
ended playing board one for Liskeard chess club. I became match captain of the county (Wiltshire), won
the county championship.
Where were you born Danny?
I was born in Bodmin in Cornwall. My mother was Italian. She and my dad met during WWII. My grandfather was O’Byrne, so there is the Irish connection but I consider myself a Cornishman. I discovered that
my family were virtually Royalty. In Ireland they owned a big castle. They came from a place called Pale.
Have you ever heard of the phrase ‘Don’t go beyond the pale? Well, it emanates for that area. When the
O’Byrne’s and the O’Toole’s joined to fight of the English aggressors no one dared go beyond the pale –
the area where they lived.
What does chess mean to you?
I love the game. I owe a lot to chess in so many ways. It taught me self-disciple and gave me selfconfidence and the fact that I could be good at something. Beating the headmaster, the man I admired
was unforgettable. It turned me around in terms of education. One aspect that chess taught me was how
to take learning seriously. How to prepare for something.
How has it helped in your life?
It was fantastic as a child to have been treated as an equal by adults because of chess was wonderful.
Being able to compete with them was tremendous. I even had respect from adults.
What is the best game of chess that you have ever played?
It was a game where I played a Sicilian Opening where I played the knight to queen five sacrifice. I had a
fabulous game against a very strong Gloucestershire player called D W Bell who was graded over 200
and I chopped him up at the age of fifteen.
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Do you have a chess idol?
Mikhail Tal. Certainly Bobby Fischer to an extent, but Tal’s attacking style was brilliant.
Do you still have any aspirations in chess?
Yes, I still want to be 2000+ grade if I can. I put more time into study and despite my age (73) I still want to
improve. I enjoy playing online in 4NCL and over the board still. Incidentally my standard of chess is for
me completely proportional to how well I sleep, particularly for the online games.
How do you cope with a loss?
It really depends. I hate it if I have made a silly blunder, I get cross with myself but I am beaten by someone better then I don’t mind at all, I learn from it.
My dad was a brilliant life coach. He used to say ‘If things don’t change they will stay as they are.’ I used
to think he was a silly old bugger but thinking about it in later years it is actually very deep. It involves all
sorts of things – particularly your attitude. When you are stuck in the mud what are you going to do? The
same thing or something different.

Danny (right) concentrating hard, despite the added pressure of keen kibitzers
I remember when I was younger, I played some kid in the U015 schools championships and lost to him. I
would have had lots of accolades had I won it, so I was seriously upset about that. My dad saw my face
when I got home and asked what the matter was/ I told him I hated that kid, he is such a smarmy bastard.
I could have lost to anyone but this kid. We used to vie for the same girls and he had money, showing off
because he was from a wealthy family.
Dad said ‘play over the game – see where you went wrong.’ I looked over the game with a former teacher,
Sam. He advised me to keep a little book and said ‘I want you to call it the Living and the Dead. The living
are the moves that you played. The dead are the moves that you missed. Compare them.’ He introduced
the concept of looking prophylactically and it was a very important coaching tactic/mantra. I now pass this
on to juniors.
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My final question. You have been a member of Armed Forces Chess since 1973 and you have seen
almost everything. There have been many changes of personnel and methods of communication
but the Association still exists. How do you think we can encourage more people to join the chess
association?
I had a lot to do with the instigation of the first NATO Championships
and these are very important for publicising the game. I was match
captain for the Combined Services at the time at the time. This was
the very first one in 1980. A chap called Ken Morgan worked for the
Danish tourist board, and he secured some sponsorship. I was in
BFG at the time, and the Army had a regular match against the Germans. The army used to get hammered. I commented that the Air
Force was much stronger so let’s include a few air force players and
combine the services. Suddenly we did much better against the Germans who didn’t like it and turned up with a couple of FM’s.

‘We

just need to
push chess and
keep promoting it
when we can.’

It all began from there.
In-house we have tried to get chess recognised and we have failed, despite all the obvious benefits of
strategic thinking and the like. You cannot think of anything better than chess. We came close to getting it
recognised as a sport within the MOD once but lost out to ‘angling’ of all things. We just need to push
chess and keep promoting it as and when we can.
Thanks to Danny for sharing a little of his life with us. Personally I am amazed that no matter what copy
of OPEN FILE I pull out from the distant past, Danny still seems to appear. Thanks for all you have done
Danny, and here’s to all the things you will still do.
I thought it would be nice just to give an example of Danny doing what he does best in carving someone
up when he is in the mood. It is fair to say that he was playing a weaker player but who cares - we are
here for the chess and this is a nice game to play through.
White: Daniel O’Byrne (1659)
Jelani Ghiacy
NATO Championships - Berlin
14 September 2019
1. e4 e5 2. Nc3 Nf6 3. f4
Turning the opening into a Vienna game.

3...Nc6 4. fxe5 Nxe5 5. d4 Nc6 6. e5 Ng8 7. Nf3 Bb4 8. Bc4 Nge7 9. O-O
If I were coaching juniors now I would remark how logical Danny’s play has been. Central pawns activated, most minor pieces are developed and king castled. He is all ready to do battle!
9...O-O?!
Already, White has a clear advantage. 10. Ng5 h6 11. Nxf7
of course. Chess players look for just this sort of move.
11...Rxf7 12. Rxf7 Kh8 13. Qf3
(13.Bxh6 was monstrous too)
Ng6 14. Qe4 Nge7 15. Qh4 d5 16. exd6 Be6 17. Rxg7 Kxg7 18. Qxh6+ Kg8 19. Bxe6# 1-0
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Matthew takes a look at a game submitted by our
very own Tristan Dray-Pearce. He gave his
thoughts before I submitted the game to Matthew .

White: SuperIntegration (1978)

‘The Dutch is naturally combative and with the line
10.f3 e3 both players are trying to force their will on
the position. Arguably white comes out on top after
the opening salvos.

Lichess web site—Rated Classical Game

The key moment is 16…b6 17.d6? Black was intending after Ba6 to take queenside space and play
against the bishop with a5,b5,b4 at the right time.
But with d6, white decides that he would rather give
up the bishop pair for the chance to destroy black
pawn structure with triple isolated pawns.
However, its clear by 19.Be6 the tripled pawns are
actually really strong with great control over the d
and b files providing dynamic activity, access and
control in compensation for the ‘weakness’ of the
structure.
Black has two chances to cement this advantage,
missing 22…Qd4+ to really dominate the centre and
pressurise the white position , and 28…Bxd5 with
the idea to really pressurise the b2 weakness.
However, it seems black didn’t really recognise how
he had the edge in the position and was playing to
‘even’ the position against his pawn structure and
happily guided the game to a draw without fully appreciating the strengths a triple isolated pawn structure can bring!
How does this match up under Matthew’s Muster
inspection. Here goes...
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Black: TDP_84 (1736)
Opening:
Notes by matthewsadler.me.uk

1. c4 e6 2. Nf3 f5 3. g3 Nf6 4. Bg2 Be7 5. O-O O-O
6. Nc3 d6 7. d4

Via the English Opening, we have transposed back 13. Na3
to the Dutch Classical, a favourite of English
An interesting development: White attacks the c4Grandmaster Simon "Ginger GM" Williams.
pawn and prepares to jettison the d4-pawn.
Black has many different ideas here: 7...a5 and
13...Nc6
7...Qe8 are common but the move Black chooses is
13... c5 is another Black idea but this has worked
also very popular.
well for White in practice due to a neat tactical idea
7...Ne4
(everything in chess depends in the end on small
It's often the case in 1.d4 openings that Black tactics! 14. dxc5 Bxb2 15. Qxd8 Rxd8 16.Rad1
doesn't have quite enough space for all of its minor Saves the piece and wins a pawn!
pieces and exchanges a set of minor pieces to free
16...Rxd1 17. Rxd1 Nc6 (17... Bxa3 18. Rd8+ is terup some manoeuvring space. Here 7...Ne4 frees up
rible for Black) 18. Nxc4 and White won easily in: 1f6 for the dark-squared bishop where it supports
0 (38) Rotstein, A (2542)-Shachar,E (2353) Livigno
the ...e5 central push. White reacts in the sharpest
2010.
way, trying to prove that Black is overextending him14. Nc2
self by drawing Black's central pawns forwards.
...but White doesn't! 14. Nxc4 was simplest with
chances for a pleasant and safe White advantage.
Black accepts the challenge and takes White head
14.Nc2 is a novelty and quite an ambitious one,
on! Pieces are going to be displaced, pawn struclooking to keep all of White's advantages (the centures are going to be ruined and tactics are going to
tral pawn) and not trade it for a black weakness (the
start playing a big role!
c4-pawn.
11. Nb1 dxc4 12. Bxe3 Bf6
Black takes the opportunity straightaway to activate
his pieces with a central break. (14. Nxc4 Nxd4 15.
f4 Rb8 16. Rc1 (White's bishop retreats next to f2
and then White threatens either e3 or e4-e5 which
should be very pleasant for White.)
8. Nxe4 fxe4 9. Nd2 d5 10. f3 e3

14...e5 15. d5 Ne7 16. Bc5 b6 17. d6
This is a bit rushed as the d5-pawn was not under
attack due to the pin on the knight on e7.
Simply 17.Ba3 was stronger followed by e4 and Ne3
with good chances for an advantage.} bxc5 18. dxe7
Qxe7 19. Ne3 Be6 20. Nd5 Qd6 21. Nxf6+ gxf6 22.
Qc2 Rab8

From a structural point of view, White is doing great!
A potential double pawn centre and a weak Black
doubled c-pawn. White's challenge is the temporary
vulnerability of the d4-pawn.
The bishop on e3 stops White from supporting the
d-pawn with a pawn which gives Black the opportunity to bombard it with ...c5 and ...Nc6.
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Black's pawn structure looks a mess but the tripled
(!) c-pawn on c4 has a real purpose: tying down the
b2-pawn.

17...bxc5 18. dxe7 Qxe7 19. Ne3 Be6 20. Nd5 Qd6 vent 35...Ke3 36. Kf2 Rf6+ 37. Ke1 Ke3 followed
21. Nxf6+ gxf6 22. Qc2 Rab8
by ...Rf2.

35. Rd1+ Ke6 36. Rd8

Black's pawn structure looks a mess but the tripled
(!) c-pawn on c4 has a real purpose: tying down the
b2-pawn.

Good play from White getting the rook active to start
munching pawns!

23. Rfd1 Qb6 24. Rab1 Qa5 25. a3 Qb5 26. f4

36...Rb3 37. Kf2 Rxc3 38. Ke1 Rxa3 39. Kd2

A good move from White, activating the lightsquared bishop.

Black has four (!) passed queenside pawns... but
three of them are on the c-file. If pawns are not connected, they are very hard to advance!

26...Qb3 27. Qxb3 Rxb3 28. Bd5

Tempting to create some holes in Black's position
so that White's rooks can attack Black's c-pawns,
but this allows a little tactic...

39...a5 40. Rh8 a4 41. Rxh7 Ra2+ 42. Kc3 Rxe2
43. Rxc7 43...Kd6 44. Ra7 Rxh2 45. Rxa4 Rh3 46.
Kxc4 Rxg3 47. Ra6+ 1/2-1/2

28...Kf7
...which Black misses! (28... Bxd5 29. Rxd5 c3 was
very strong for Black. White wins back two c-pawns
but Black's passed pawn on the 7th is huge!
30. Rxc5 cxb2 31. Rxc7 Rfb8 32. Rc2 Kf7 and only
Black has winning chances.
29. fxe5 Ke7
A cautious move from Black. There were a couple of
wilder possibilities! 29... fxe5 30. Rf1+ Ke7 31. Rxf8
looks really bad for Black as 31...Kxf8 32.Bxe6 wins
a piece but even Bxd5 is not so bad for Black as 32.
Rff1 Be4 gives White some problems to contend
with! (29... Bxd5 30. Rxd5 c3 is again dangerous
though less promising than before).
30. Bxe6 Kxe6 31.exf6 Rxf6 32. Rdc1 Kd5 33. Rc3
White feels the pressure of Black's space advantage! This move relieves the pressure on the b2pawn but also gives Black the opportunity to attack
the resulting split queenside pawns.
33...Rxc3 34. bxc3 Rb6
34... Ra6 feels a touch more challenging to meet the
passive 35. Ra1 with Ke4 when White cannot pre34

Ed - Huge thanks again to Matthew on behalf of the
Association for his time and expertise!

Notes from the editor about this game…
Let me go back to the start where Tristan said the
following…
‘However, it seems black didn’t really recognise how
he had the edge in the position’

Pressure
Opportunity
Passed pawns
Advance

Connected
Isn’t this a common point for all of us mortal players? We might ’feel’ that we have the edge but The task of the reader then could be to open a note
sometimes we are not clear exactly where our ad- book on chess and put these down as headers on
different pages and then study each theme at length
vantage lies or what to do with it if we do.
and in depth. There is no way that you won’t imGames annotated by grandmasters are always prove if you do this.
more valuable than computer analysis in my view.
They allow us to absorb the thoughts behind the Matthew is known as the strongest amateur player
moves without simply giving computer style plus or in the world. We only say amateur because he
minus values which in some ways are meaningless chooses not to play professionally any longer, concentrating on other projects such as computer chess
unless we know the ‘why’ behind the ‘what.’
and book writing - but here we have one of the best
I always like to pick out some key words from a GM players on the planet giving us free advice.
annotation, with a view to learning more about the
If he was still playing professional he would still be
issues raised to improve my game.
in the top 50 on the planet.
In this game for example one could simply play
through it and enjoy it or, if we are serious about
improving make notes and really absorb ourselves
in the depths of this wonderful chess ocean.
Let me dive deeper then, what words did Matthew
put into his annotations that we could learn from? If
we look deeper we can see that it is about far
moves than him just suggesting best moves—
although that is important too, of course. No, there
was gold in them there words.

Everything in chess depends in
the end on small tactics
GM Matthew Sadler
OPEN FILE—Spring 2022

Here are the words that I picked out.
Transposed
Space
Exchanges
Pawn structure
Tactics
Doubled pawns
The centre
Advantages
Activate pieces
Retreat
Threaten
Rushed
Tying down
Create holes
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Let us take for example that golden nugget of advice in the box above. I once argued with a very
strong grandmaster (how dare I?) who expounded
the view that it is strategy that wins chess games,
not tactics. He is perfectly entitled to his view but
just because he is a GM does not mean I have to
agree.
Make your own mind up but I feel that tactics that
emerge, especially from creative chess with pins,
forks, skewers etc win most of our games.
Unforced errors such as ‘dropping a piece’ are fairly
common too - but that is another story.
In any even thanks again to Tristan and Matthew for
combining to give us yet another enjoyable and
thought - provoking game. Next time we see if our
4NCL supremo Edd can pass Muster with Matthew.

Ed, As ever, our collective thanks to Matthew for
giving freely and generously of his time for us. Have
you a game you would like Matthew to have a look
at? Don’t be shy—he won’t bite. All levels catered
for. You know what to do, send it to me.
Meanwhile I think it only fair that I advertise the following chess classic written by Matthew and Natasha Regan.
It took AlphaZero only a few hours of self-learning to
become the chess player that shocked the world.
The artificial intelligence system, created by DeepMind, had been fed nothing but the rules of the Royal Game when it beat the world's strongest chess
engine in a prolonged match. The selection of ten
games published in December 2017 created a
worldwide sensation: how was it possible to play in
such a brilliant and risky style and not lose a single
game against an opponent of superhuman
strength?
For Game Changer, Matthew Sadler and Natasha
Regan investigated more than two thousand previously unpublished games by AlphaZero. They also
had unparalleled access to its team of developers
and were offered a unique look 'under the bonnet' to
grasp the depth and breadth of AlphaZero's search.
Sadler and Regan reveal its thinking process and
tell the story of the human motivation and the techniques that created AlphaZero. Game Changer also
presents a collection of lucidly explained chess
games of astonishing quality.

A new book!
Matthew Sadler, co-author of the ground breaking
bestseller Game Changer, presents some unique
methods to improve by using your engine. He explains how in your opening preparation, instead of
sifting through masses of computer analysis you
should play training games against your engine. He
also shows how to train your early middlegame play,
the conversion of advantages, your positional play,
and your defensive skills. And, of course: how to
analyse your own games.
Matthew illustrates his lessons with a collection of
fantastic games, explained with his trademark enthusiasm. For the first time, the superhuman powers
of the chess engine have been decoded to the benefit of all players, in a rich and highly instructive
book.
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From the shed is the page where new

columnist and chess lover Arthur Jackson visits to burn the midnight oil and chuckle about
aspects of the game, and life. His only reward
for his lucubrations is seeing his name in print.
Warning - expect any kind of random nonsense
and do get used to it because that is Arthur’s style.

Arthur’s doppelganger…
The Blues Brothers

Dave and Danny

It is springtime and I find myself visiting the
shed more frequently. The wife thinks I am
potting up tomatoes but in reality I am studying chess.
I once saw the devious Dave Ross bring his
queen out early in the Scotch opening and I
have been looking at playing mine out too, in
fact on move two as Black.
After 1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 I will play 2...Qe7 and see
what happens. I mean, I know it is daft but
Michael Basman recommended it once, so
there must be something in it.
I played it against my eight-year-old nephew
and beat him. He cried of course because his
chess teacher said he should beat anyone silly
enough to bring their queen out so early but
he got a bit too cocky and ‘grampy’ won.

Here they are, the dynamic duo that are Dave Tucker and
Danny O’Byrne, admiring the views on the day trip out in Belgium at the NATO finals. In their own way they are very frightening, and it was said that small children ran indoors as their
little boat sailed on by. Danny gives the thumbs up for ‘a job
well done’ but no one had the nerve to ask them what that job
was. Be afraid of these two – very afraid.
VENI VIDI VICI
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I didn’t like to see him cry, but what can you
do? I gave him a spider in a matchbox to
cheer him up a bit. I thank Dave Ross for the
inspiration for 2...Qe7.
Crikey - got to go. The missus is coming
and she has a large yellow hat on. With a bit
of luck she is off out to her sisters for tea.

Please note: This is not a ‘review’ page as such. I am merely pointing out some books that I think
UKAFCA members would benefit from reading or simply enjoy. I do now have a blog page purely for
chess book reviews and that can be found here:
https://carlportman.blogspot.com/
‘That afternoon, Lothar sat down opposite Lev Ivanov, and with a furrowed
brow, determinedly pushed his King’s pawn forward two squares, punching
down the clock as he did so. When Ivanov ventured a Sicilian Defence, Lothar sacrificed first a Knight and then a Rook for a raging attack.
Lothar Hartmann dreams of reaching the big time in chess. Overcoming the
mind-games of his opponents at the chessboard is a challenge in itself, but
how will he cope when he comes face to face with the political manipulation
and oppression of his own corrupt government? A tale told with dark humour of love and loss, hopes dashed and regained, it is a window into a
world of tactics, psychological warfare and the balance of fate and opportunity, while asking fundamental questions about life’s purpose and moral
choices. As Lothar begins to realise that his world is not simply black and
white, and that the chess players themselves are pieces, moved across a
board to further the reach of East German propaganda, he hatches a plan
that defies all expectations.’ Ed—it is a very good read.

Yakov Vilner (1899-1931) was one of the leading Soviet
chess masters in the 1920s. He won the Ukrainian championship three times (1924, 1925 and 1928), the Odessa
championship five times (1918, 1923, 1925, 1926 and 1928)
and competed in five USSR championships, his highest position being sixth equal in 1924. His attacking, combinational
style delivered many memorable games and he regularly
played against strong contemporaries such as Bogoljubov,
Romanovsky, Bogatyrchuk, Verlinsky and an upcoming teenager called Botvinnik.
Vilner was also a leading chess composer. He won the
USSR composition championship for three-move problems in
1929 and in total he won prizes at 30 chess composition
competitions.
In this historical work illustrated with rare archival photos
from the period, Sergei Tkachenko tells the story of a man
who, despite suffering constantly from the respiratory illness
that would eventually end his life at the age of just 31, was a
leading chess organizer and journalist in Ukraine as well as a
player and composer, against a background of major social
and political upheaval that significantly impacted the chess
world. It was Vilner who, in 1919 as a member of the Revolutionary Tribunal in Odessa, managed to save Alexander Alekhine from the firing squad, which Tkachenko
wrote about in his book Alekhine's Odessa Secrets: Chess, War and Revolution.
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Tristan’s Library Corner #2

deprecating and modest, but a strong grandmaster
in his own right (at least in his heyday) with a very
easy writing style, and his passion for the creativity
Tristan LJ Dray-Pearce
of Alekhine, Tal etc really shines through in this
book. Particularly memorable to me is the following
Following the theoretical study focus of my first regame - Shabalov vs Ivanov, Centre Game, in the
view, its time to delve into some practical chess
playing examples, with a legendary attacking player, US Open 94, which was one of the first games I
learned and properly studied. It is a fascinating exhurling pawns up the board long before Simon
ample of giving up a pawn for a wicked initiative and
Williams invented Harry the H-pawn, there was
brutal kingside storm.
Larry the.. well whatever.
This is one of the first chess books I ever bought,
having loved the analysis from Josh Waitzkin and
Larry Christiansen in the Chessmaster PC game
series. Christiansen does some fantastic game reviews in Chessmaster from Morphy, Fischer Andersson et-al if you can find copies on YouTube. He is a
real aficionado of attacking chess and utilising a
dynamic advantage.
Anyway, on to the tome in question, Rocking the
Ramparts, A Guide to Attacking Chess, Batsford
2003.

Event USA-Ch 1994
White: Shabalov, Alexander
Black: Ivanov, Alexander
1. e4 e5 2. d4 exd4 3. Qxd4 Nc6 4. Qe3 Nf6 5. Nc3
Bb4 6. Bd2 O-O 7. O-O-O Re8 8. Qg3?!

I don’t care about a centre pawn, wait until you see
my Queen and Bishop attack!)
8...Rxe4 9. a3 Bd6 10. f4 Re8 11. Nf3 Bc5 12. Bd3
d5 13. Rde1 Rxe1+ 14. Rxe1 Ne7 15. Nh4 Ng6 16.
Nf3 Ne7 17. Ne5 Bf5 18. Bxf5 Nxf5 19. Qd3 Ne7
20. g4 c6 21.g5 Nd7 22. Ng4 Nb6 23. f5 Qd7 24.
Rf1 Bd6 25. Qh3 Kh8 26. f6 gxf6 27. gxf6 Ng6 28.
Bh6 Bf8 29. Bg7+ Bxg7 30. fxg7+ Kxg7 31. Qh6+
Kh8 32. Nf6 1-0
I actually used this line against an ECF 178 (old
money) in the Lancashire district league and had
him scrambling for the draw after he nonchalantly
played 8…Rxe4 without a seconds’ thought, afterwards admitting he had literally never seen this centre game opening played before in league chess. So
if you want surprise factor, there are a few Centre
Games in here that are all dynamic, aggressive and
brilliant.
I note that aside from Shabalov, Nepomniatchi has
tried a few of these lines although with not much
success at the Super GM level, so I guess theory
has overtaken some of the lines printed here by now
– still, provided you aren’t playing any 2700s I think
they are well worth a try out, particularly in faster
time controls.
This is quite simply a fun book if you like attacking
chess, it is probably aimed at the stronger intermediate level, as a lot of the sidelines will just assume
that you understand why one side has the advantage, although there is also plenty of narrative to
help you unpick the main variations.

Being critical, it neither has the in depth analysis of
serious theoretical works, or the simplicity of a
This book is all about attacking, the initiative, sack- ‘logical chess move by move’ and it loses a bit of
ing pieces for tempo, initiative, and attacking, with a study value by not having a game list or openings
soupcon more of attacking chess. The chapter
index; but at its heart it is just intended to be a fun
headings say it all, Opposite side castling, more op- book to pick up and rifle through some rip roaring
posite side castling, romantic thrill rides, attack on
attacking chess ideas.
the castled king, Larry C attacking games, and moAll in all it is great fun! If you play 1…e5, then maytifs for the attacking player!
be one day you may just have to be prepared for the
It is a rollercoaster ride through some fantastically
2.d4 and 3.Qxd4 assault!
aggressive dynamic chess. Larry C is self39

CHESS PUZZLES
By Carl Portman

Position 3
A little tougher. Black to play and mate in three

Four puzzles of various strength, but none are over
difficult so you should solve them in your tea break!
I will give the answers at the foot of the page but
don’t be tempted to peek. You should be able to
work these out. Get the kettle on and enjoy it.
Position 1
Easy. Black to play and mate in two moves

Position 4
The toughest - White to play and mate in four

Position 2
A tad tricky. White to play and mate in three

These four puzzles taken from ‘1001
Deadly Checkmates’ written by John
Nunn for GAMBIT publications.

Position Four. 1.Qh7+ Kf7 2.Bg6+ Kf6 3. Rf4+ gxf4 4.Bh4#
Position Three. 1...Rh4+ 2.gxh4 Nf4+ 3.Kg3 Nf5#
Position Two. 1.Qg8+! Kxg8 2.Ne7++ Kf8 3.Ng6#
Position One. 1….Qf1+! 2.Nxf1 Rg1#
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We chess players need our kit. We get that warm fuzzy feeling when we purchase a new
chess product, admit it. Well I thought I would make a little list of my most frequent visits
(below). It’s good to share - so what are you waiting for? Treat yourself today!

I am happy to add any if readers have recommendations.
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4NCL online report from our online Match
Captain...

Edd Chwieseni
Season 1
4NCL online came about because all over the board (OTB) chess had been halted due to the global issue with COVID 19.
One Thursday morning during my home internment I was trying to arrange some online chess with members of my club
(the mighty Pentyrch Amateurs!) and other clubs in the East Glamorgan Chess League. It was during these conversations
that I was offered a berth on a 4NCL online team. My interest was immediately piqued and after some enquiries I found
that we as an association would be able to register a team but must do so by the following day.
I immediately jumped into action, frantically enthused with a new sense of purpose that was not home schooling and a
lovely distraction from the important work of protecting the NHS. Firstly to our Chairman; Dave is unfortunately heavily
involved with other work but did provide with me with a blessing to crack on. Secondly to our Match Captain; once again a
Dave has to put work first with an Op tour looming.
So now as many of your readership will be aware, I started rallying the members and was able to register our first 4NCL
online team which has kept the OTB name of War & Piece:
Chwieseni, O’Byrne, Morrison, Chapman, Ward, O’Neill, Thomas and Blair.
Our first game was played on Tuesday 7th of April and although we registered a loss to a stronger Stroud side, we can
take solace in Jimmy Blair forcing a stalemate whilst 2 queens down!
After a tough season in Division 4 we finished just above relegation but enjoyed playing some form of competitive chess.
Season 2
Having figured out what we were doing and with the addition of some more players, we entered two teams with the imaginative names of War & Piece 1 and 2.
Team 1 battled through Division 4 in the all play all format while Team 2 had to start in Division 6 where there is a Swiss
format to start you off. This meant playing some very strong teams that had just joined for season 2!
Team 1 finished comfortably mid table and team 2 managed two wins and a draw in the Swiss Division and a top of the
bottom third finish.
Season 3
Season 3 saw much of the same with the addition of a Division 7. This would be the peak of participation before we
began to witness a decline of teams as we returned in part to some form of OTB. This did however mean without playing
in any playoffs (although we were close to qualifying) We appeared to have been promoted!
Season 4
Having added more players to our ranks, we were able to add a third team. I decided that we couldn’t be 1,2 and 3 any
more. So in the absence of any better ideas, our teams were named after important Operations. We gave birth to the
teams OVERLORD (Division 3) NIMROD (Division 5) and BANNER (Division 6).
Season 5

And so we go on…
At time of writing OVERLORD are sailing high in Division 2, just off a playoff place only losing one match in 4 rounds.
NIMROD and BANNER are both holding there own and mid table in Division 4.
So what have we learned?
Joining a competitive league online has allowed members of the association to play together and chat, discuss chess and
be social with each other. It has brought us together with a purpose outside of the usual championship weekend. Being
online, we’ve found we don’t have to take it too seriously and we’ve all had some good fun watching each other.
I will continue to run teams as long as we have interest and players wish to play. If you do want to get involved, I ask only
that you are a member of the association and an ECF Bronze member.
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OPEN FILE AUTHORS

Not only are UKAFCA members pretty handy on a chess board,
but some of them even write too! Carl Portman, Steve’Oneill,
Kevin Thurlow, Alan Ruffle and (I am sure) others have published books about chess and/or memoirs so do support them if
you can.
While you are at it, why
not write something
yourself. We’ve all got a
story to tell.
If you are thinking about
it, but not sure how to go
about it, please do ask
any of us and we would
be happy to explain the
process, or at least how it worked for us.
Publish and be damned. Ask the authors for your copy now.
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